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the people" -- Nixon and company will have "four 
more years" to heal the scars of scandal and will 
ba able to pull out all stops in dealing with those 
people who come too close to knowing too much. 
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Language :s taken up in the afternoons 
usually French. Chinese or English, as well as ele- 
mentary reading, writing and mathematics tv. r those 
who never had an opportunity to go to school, 

Americans play an essential roie in South 
Vietnam's prisons. They often ac*. as the good guy 
in prison interrogations, offering prisoners a 
cigarette and the alternative of "talk to us or 
we'li send you. back to your own police Some of 
the actual torture, as in the case of Huynh Tan 
Mam, an imprisoned Vietnamese medical student and 
former head of the Saigon Student Union, has taken 
place in the US/’RVN r Republic of Vietnam) Combined 
Special Intelligence Office :n Saigon. 

Through the Agency for International Develop*- 
ment and the Department of Defense, the United 
States finances almost the entire prison system. 
Americans build the prisons, provide equipment for 
the police, supply actual U.S.. prison advisors, and 
give special training to prison staffs. Over 
$600,000 has been budgeted by the U.S. in 1972 
alone for the police /prison system of South Vietnam. 
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"VETS SAY VOTE NO, TRICKY DICKY'S COTTA GO. " 

WAIV HOLDS VETERAN'S DAY MARCH IN NEW v ORK 

L I BE R A F l ON News Sc r\ i c 3 

NEW YORK CITY (LNS) - - Sixth W , m and :>Gtb St 
js a dingy, gutted area cF Mao hat V : tor Be; a 
Ma ch*. no ) y . the Central T imc C 1 o c k C ?ir.p a n > . To ny ’ s 
Heroes-- all dying or gone. The s. dc^aiks are dens^ 
gray with city sect that hasn't sac- a ^ '*'o, n in 
months and emp t y whisk c y h o 1 1 1 c r I .. n :■ 1 h ? d c ' ■ ^ w ay s 

Fittingly, the Vet e r a n c- U n emp I c y m e n t Oil 10 o o f 
the State of New York is also Ik used in Mi. s area, 
and on Vet c ran * s D ay October 25. r. was the rally- 
ing point foi a demonstration by Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War (VVAWj 1-rrri tins! point, about 400 
people--vet.s and supporters, irTcr matched to Nix- 
on's ampaign headquarters some mile s away, de- 
manding job^ for Vietnam veterans, increased bene- 
fits, and adequate drug programs m the -it> 

The chants were angry "Vers Say Vote No* Tri-ky 
Dicky's Gotta Gob' "Nixon Kissinger, Nguyen Van 
Thieu, The Heroin Trade is Good for You," and "No 
More Medals, No Mere Parades. Decent Jets at Decent 
Pay . " 

Just the night before, Nixon went on nationwide 
radio m a paid political broadcast to gb'e his Vet- 
erans Day campaign speech honoring :!.,ose who serv- 
ed in the armed forces "at a time when a small mi- 
nority lias tried tc glorify the few who have refus- 
ed to serve." 

Returning veterans, said Nixon "deserve not 
onl; a welcome but a job " Ho went on re boast that 
his goal of placing a million veterans (a jobs by 
June 30 of 1972 had been exceeded by .300.000 jobs, 

"and we are r.ow working to prcvi.de jobs nab train- 
ing placements for another J Z million by next June " 

But the facts say otherwise, a-j rhe demons tear- 
ing Vets v;ere quick to pcinr out 

Of the 250,000 veterans living in New York City, 
mote than 35, 000 are unemployed, according tc the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics This makes the unemploy- 
ment rate for veterans 16 ST. Of those 35,000 unem- 
ployed, only 3000 are recc : » ng un- ;n J c v meat compen- 
sation and some 13.000 arc on welfare. The rest 
must scramble for part-time work. \ * ’( . t heme as 
dependants to cut costs, or just a/ op out 

"I tried for a year to get a jet, but nothing," 
one Vet said, "And you knew, they have this coded 
number at the bottom cf your DP 214 (discharge pap- 
ers) The army gives the code out to a ior cf big 
companies and it tells what kind oi so i die; you 
were. They can look at it and see, oh yeah., he's 
a troublemaker " 

Why the appalling lack of lie Ip for Vietnam 
Vote runs? Wei i , f o r one thing, the N i xou Adm i n i s t r a - 
tion slashed aid for unemployed Vets by 76- in 1 9 7 j 
-- from Y25 million to $6 m-11 l on. And u i > : : c the 
lack of jobs is acute, many vets ice! T hat dm vet- 
erans benefits-- or lack of them - if an even worse 
si tuation . 

"At 252 7th Avenue-- rhe main Veterans Admin- 
istration office-- you can see rhe lines all away 
around the block some days; guy:-, t tying to get the*r 
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benefits," said one vet from Flushing, Queens. 

in 1970, the Veterans Admini st ration re- 
fused tc help 40% of the one mil. lion vets who 
applied I ho vet r r^ns hospitals in Ne* York City 
are operat 1 . r»g at their lowest level of personnel 
in Aa;: vet they have the highest medical 

case load ever 

"I've tried f:: two year? to ge ^ compensa- 
tion for n?y eai . " explained one vet, a medic 
whe spend three months in the hcspjtai for a vari- 
ety cf rounds after his company was ambu c hed 
VThern was a p.ece of metal in my eardrum’. I had 
one operation m Cam Ranh Bay. Now some doctors 
say I need another operation* some don’t I go 
to the cjinic and ^ t is always the s*me run 
mound If you don’t have the right piece of 
pap^r they teli vou to come back in two weeks." 

Nixon's continual opposition to Health, Edu- 
cation, and Wei fare Department budget increases 
In.-* effected ajd to veterans toe, primarily j.n 
the disability and job opportunity programs. 

Educational opportunit les for vets under 
the GI hili have also dwindled, The cot t of br- 
idling in trade school or college has ri.-en 
500% since World War II yet yearly GI Bill educa- 
tional benefits have risen only 40%, m the tame 
period of time. The implications are cb/ious 
"You're alio ted $1?5 a month to go to school 
Now bow c ao that possibly pay for rent, food, tu- 
ition, and books fer a full time student asked 
one vet who gees to La Guardia Community College 
in Queers "It's a joke," 

In 1969 the Senate proposed a 46% increase 
in. GI education benefits but Nixon fought to hold 
the increase to 1 3% t The compromise was 34 6% or 
a raise from $125 to $175 a month. 

Tn 1972 a similar fight occur ed with the 
outcome ? till to be decided as the bill is sit- 
ting on Nixon's desk. The Senate wanted to in- 
crease benefit? from $175 to $250 (the same amount 
relatively speaking, that WW II vets received 
after the Vai under the GI Bill) , Nixcn wanted 
$190 a month-' the compromise, $225, 

Programs for returning veterans addicted to 
heroin was another VVA/.v concern frequently artic- 
ulated through chants, signs and talk during the 
march and rally According to Defense Department 
statistics and a Harris Survey conducted for the 
Veterans Administration, there are upwards of 
30,000 add i need vets in New York City alone. (The 
same survey estimates that 12% of the country’s 
6 mi). lion Vietnam veterans use dangerously ad- 
dictive hard drugs. That means 700.000 addicts.) 

Yet in New York City, the Veterans Administra- 
tion is liu: only 1300 of those 30,000 ad- 
dicts,, an on only under great pressure from 
concerned citizens. 

Nixon Lilk: a pretty line, as m his Veterans 
Day speech when he acknowledged that "the problem 
of drug abuse . , has made itself felt tn our a/my 
forces." but. "the vast majority of Vietnam Veter- 
ans have force out of the war with a clean slate 
and a record of honor." 

V i c t n am vet s beg to . "I was addic t ed. 
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when i was over there Being a modi./ I ;ou id get 
hold of all kinds of sh.it. But I k iikcd bcfoi : I 
came back because I knew I ccuidn'r afford 
AT LBJ (Long Binh Jail' oh kinds of gi-s get. 
hooked The guards used cc bring 1 r in." reported 
one vet. 

And they (the army} don't want to help 
kick At Oakland, where vo .1 l and when vou fi'st get 
back, they ask you if you want a physical, But you 
got to stay three days extra they s-iy. 1 sa.d for* 
get it Who wants to stay Miree more dr./-* when you 
just get back? I wonder how many o v r.c guv? wore 
like me?" 

Veterans Administration drug program'- *tv only 
available to a man with an honorable di -charge i'as 
is the case with all veteran? b on- f i t : > ad- 

dicts have ’’bad dischai go- . " OMniai Or.:\o c - t » 
them are "undesireabl e > " ’’bad conduct." "d: ->b ;nor - 
able " These charges aiso make it next ro imposs- 
ible for a vet to get a job. 

’’The Veterans Administration rays that ' educa 
loit 1 is the key to drug problems." said one vet 
speaking before the Winter Soldier Investigation 
into Veteran Drug Addiction held by the New York 
Chapter of WAW in early August of this year ’ ’They 
tell them (the addicts j that drugs ivCI kill them, 
that it will ruin their lives. They tell them tins 
as if they never knew it-- and probably the addict 
knows it better than they do " 

And pother vet testifying said, " They're 
not interested in endjng the war They talk about- 
their (the addict's) relation-hip to their mothers 
and things like that. 'Politics and drug therapy 
don’t mix’ is what they say.” 

’’Drugs wasn't my problem. Drugs was my way to 
block out the problem., "reiterated cne vet 

"Let's give those who serve m our aimed for- 
ces and those who have served in Vietnam the honor 
anu respet Lnat they deserve and that they’ve earn- 
ed Nixon solemnly proclaimed during his Accep- 
tance Speech at the Republican Convention this past 
August. ( A few minutes earlier three Viernam vet- 
erans in wheelchairs were removed from the conven- 
tion-hall for shouting "Stop the Bombing."'; But as 
the vets who marched oh Veterans Day know well, hi? 
words are aimed at gettxng votes not benefit for 
veterans . 
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"The present restrictions on bombing North 
Vietnam would be lifted so as t j permit bombing of 
military targets without the present ? crapulous 
concern for collateral civilian damage and casual- 
ties. ,.. . 

The aims of this alternative campaign world 
be to erode the will of the population by exposing 
a wider area of North Vietnam to casualties and 
destruction;" . 

Harold Brown 

Secretary of the a?, r To-'cc; 

Proposal March 4 t j f J68 from 

Credibl I i tv (,i£ 
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'MIL .A FEW BUS IN THE SYSTEM 
b.\ i b . 8, DON’T FORGET THE WATERGATE 

LIBERATION News Service 

Ed ?. f o r f s not*: When five men' were a* r es- 

void ■: Democratic National Headquarters 

o f : ZC am .n d^ne l/th, equipped with bugging 
demies end c.py.ng cocr-e ras, no one really thought 
that ‘Er, evert t would be the scandal that b^cke 
th'- N-xv. A dm imat ration ' s back And they w*re 
r.g>i',; t hasn't But it should have , 

The Watergate Affair, as it has come be 
kv:ji,n vy 'he straigh • media t has unfolded like a 
tad novel into a semes of events , interactions 

'.n-ennemtions that has implicated everyry^e 
" tv 'he President, except Pat , ye* the whole 
mess has Left Richard Nixon's changes for re-elec- 
t\ 'in u y, t. unscathed Despite footprints tha T 
1 ead right t>. their door , the Republicans and the 
President have managed to remain above the scuffle 
in this complicated story involving White HrusV 
aids, Republican Party officers, ex-CIA agents and 
Cuban exiles . ; 

NEW \0RK ( LNS} - - Shortly after two am on -June 
security guard Frank Willis, a 24 year old 
black man was making his rounds in the plush 
Watergate complex at 2600 Virginia Avenue in Wash- 
ington DC. "I went to the bottom level of the 
building and saw that there were two doer** with 
tap^ over the latches so they wouldn’t leek when 
closed," said Willis of his first discovery of 
something strange happening in the Watergate, 

"I removed the tape, but I wasn't suspicious," 
Willis explained „ "I thought it might be maintan- 
ence men " In any event, Frank went back about, 
ren minutes later, "just to make sure " This time 
Frank found the doers of all the offices on that 
floor taped sc that the locks wouldn't work This 
time he went to the lobby and phoned the Washington 
police, 

About IS minuter later, three plain clothes of- 
itcers ofthe metropolitan polite department sur- 
prised five men in the offices of the Democratic 
National Committee, which had rented the entire 
sixth floor of the Watergate, The intruders. 
vJezving surgical gloves, carried with them a kit 
iooded with burglary tools, a walkie-talkie, two 
35 mi 1 i :mc ter cameras, 40 rolls of film, tow bugging 
devices and $5300 in freshly minted $100 bills with 
sequential serial numbers. Two of the men carried 
address books containing the name of E. Howard Hun* 
and the notation "W H " and "W. House” beside hi* 
name . 

When booked by the police the men gave false 
names- -names Lh-^t 'earned to be the names of rbar- 
alters from novels written by E Howard Hunt. Their 
real name.-.. |-; 0WCver were soon found our and with that 
di^o.-ery same the f.r-t connection between the e. en*s 
a* the Watergate and rhe White House. 

Most -* i gnu icant among the five was Jame^ W. 
McCcrd Jr., who originally gave his name as Edward 
Mart .n McC. rd . 53. wa=> employed at the f .me *- aC “ 
"sedulity coordinator" for the Committee for th^ Re- 
eJe-tien of the President and as a security consultant 
for the Republican Nationa l Committee- • sp ec i f i ca • 1 
i c w - Sendee *'#4 ? 5) Oct. 25, 19 ?2 more 


concerned with security for the Party convenvention 
in Miami in August. His training for these posi- 
tions came from lw ears as a security specialist 
for the Central Intelligence Agency. 

Also arrested with McCord was Bernard L 0 Bar- 
ker, a 55 year old real estate agent from Miami, 
and a Cuban exile who helped the CIA recruit mem- 
bers for the Bay of Pigs invasion force. 

One of tie attorneys £' ji the five men disclos- 
ed that he received a phene call at 3 AM on the 17th 
from Barker’s wife* "She said,” the lawyer rela- 
ted, "that her husband told her to call me if he 
hadn't called her by 3 AM; that it might mean he was 
in trouble*” 

Eugeniu R. Marti ne; . 49 . an associate in Bark- 
er's Miami real estate fixm, was also arrested in 
the offices, Martinez has been used often by the 
CIA to perform. various low-level odd jobs in Miami's 
Cuban community. Another Miamian, Virgilio R. Gon- 
zalez, a 45 year old Cuban-born locksmith, was also 
seized. He was described by his boss at the Missing 
Link Key shop as "pro- American and anti-Castro." 

Finally, there was frank Sturgis, a 37 year old 
self-proclaimed soldier of fortune who, according to 
the FBI, fought with Castro in the Cuban revolution 
arid later almost lost h:s American citizenship for 
dropping anti -Castro. I eaf lets from a plane over Mi- 
ami . 

So these are the principles of the drama, so 
it seemed. But as more pieces were fit together the 
more it seemed that these weren't just five guys out 
for some early morning fun. Almost immediately af- 
ter the arrests. Democrats began charging that the 
White House was tied. in to the whole thing. White 
House press secretary Ron Ziegler, however, offici- 
ally dismissed the Watergate raid as a "third rate 
break in." 

Word soon leaked out, though, about Howard 
Hunt's name being found on two. of the suspects. 

Hunt, it was learned, was employed at the time of 
arrests as a special consultant to the President 
on international narcotics. He had been hired 
in 1971 on the re c comen Nation of Charles W. Colson, 
special counsel to the president and a man known as 
the administration's specialist in covert poli- 
tical operations. 

Hunt, 54, and a 21 year veteran of the CIA, 
dropped from sight for several weeks after his 
name was publicly linked with the case. And the 
next couple of weeks saw major shake-ups on the 
Nixon staff. 

First, former White House aide G. Gordon Liddy 
was fired as finance council to the Committee for 
the Re-election of the President after he refused 
to answer FBI questions about the Watergate 
incident. Liddy and Hun t had worked together as 
White House consultants. -on "international narcotics," 
a field that the CIA is quite at home in. 

At about this cime the whole Martha Mitchell 
incident broke out. Consequently, on July 1, using 
preservation of his marriage as an excuse, John 
Mitchell stepped down as chairman of the Committee 
for the Re-elec ti on of The President. Martha said 
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at the time, "I love my husband very much, but 
I'm not going to stand for dll those dirty things 
going on." Coincidentally enough Hugh W. Sloan 
Jr., treasurer of the Nixon re-election group 
resigned on July 14 for what he said were "per- 
sonal reasons," A source close to Sloan accork 
ding to the Washington Post said he quit because 
"he didn't like what he saw was going on/" 

This attempt to put distance between the 
Nixon administration and those directly involved 
in the Watergate break- m was tarnished on Au- 
gust 1 when the Washington Post disclosed that a 
$25,000 check that had been giVen to the Nixon 
campaign fund popped up in the bank account of 
Bernard Barker's real estate firm. 

The cashier's check was made out to Kenneth 
H. Dahlberg, the president's campaign finance 
chairman for the Midwest. Dahlberg claimed 
that in early April he had turned the check over 
to the "treasurer of the Committee or to Maurice 
Stans himself." Dahlberg said he didn't have 
"the vaguest idea" how the check got into Barker's 
account. According to government testimony, that 
account was the same account from which Barker la- 
ter withdrew a number of $100 bills. About 53 
of the $100 bills were found on the five men 
at the time of their arrest. 

The federal investigation did in fact de- 
termine that Dahlberg gave the check to Maurice 
Stans, former Secretary of the Commerce and now 
Nixon's chief fund raiser. From Stan£ the check 
went to Sloan and then Liddy and finally Barker* 
according to the investigators. Another $89,000 
in Nixon campaign checks moved from Texas to 
Mexico to Washington to Barker's bank account, 
investigators also determined. 

So with everybody that's anybody in the Nixon 
administration tied in some way to someone or 
something involved the Watergate case we breath- 
lessly waited for the Grand Jury to return its 
indictments. And on September 15 the indictments 
were handed down . 

Named were the five men arrested inside the 
offices plus Hunt and Liddy. Hunt and Liddy, 
the indictment charged, "willfully, knowingly 
and unlawfully" listened to wire taps of con- 
versations of R. Spencer Oliver, executive di- 
rector of the Democratic state chairmen's asso- 
ciation. The Grand Jury also stated that Hunt 
and Liddy were actually inside the Watergate on 
June 17 even though they weren’t arrested with 
the other five. According to the indictment, 
they registered at the Watergate on May 26 under 
assumed names. The walkie-talkie found on the 
five men at the time of their arrest was tuned 
to the same frequency as a walkie-talkie found 
in the White House office of Howard Hunt. 

But the investigation, which Attorney Gene- 
ral Richard G. Kleindienst termed as "one of the 
most intensive, objective and thorough investiga- 
tion in many years", failed to answer central 
questions concerning the purpos'e and the sponsor- 
ship of the whole operation. 

During the months of the pre -indictment in- 
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dictment invest • on forme i Democratic Party chair- 
man Lawrence O’Brien charged chat "there is deve- 
loping a clear lire m th? White House in the case." 
The Grand J^rv inu ;.tmcnts, however, gave the 
adminis t.? Hi i e i a \ .*J , mid*., out . "As wc knew all 
along," coiim^nial Rohe* i Dole, ehairmannof the Repu- 
blican National Ccrnmi tr.ee on the day that the 
indictments were handed down, "and at the gi and 
jury has now determined, there no evidence to 
substantiate tiny :.i th- w Id and slanderous state- 
ments McGovern ha-* !*eor m^kin^ about many high of- 
ficials in the ••.j/!u:i ( sinitiOiu" 


But the funding of the operation and investi- 
gations into tho-e corn; 'ted with the financial 
aspects of the operation* La/e raisedmore suspicions 
about the Nixon administration's involvement rather 
than quieted those r timers. .a administration spokes- 
men ^ have been rrynig desperately to do,, 


Soon after the indictments were handed down 
it was learned thut ihc Committee for the Re-elec- 
tion of the President has a $300,000 secret fund 
to be used for "senaicive political projects," Ac- 
cording to the Washington Post it could not be learned 
whether Mitchell and his closest aides knew that 
the money was going to be used for illegal activi- 
ties, but it is certain, ;hat they did know that a- 
mong the sensitive projects was an espionage cam- 
paign against the Democrats, Such activity, said 
Cl&rk McGregor, Mitchell’s replacement as campaign 
head for Nixon, "is all part of the game." 

The $300,000 was supposedly kept in Maurice 
StannW home safe and was dished out to aides of 
Mitchell who, according to former FBI agent Alfred 
Baldwin, a self-proclaimed participant in the Wa- 
tergate operation, received -memos based on tappdd 
.telephone cohversati ons of Democratic Party officials. 

Baldwin „ who was once a security guard for 
Martha Mitchell, told the Grand Jury that McCord 
brought him in to the case on May 10 to monitor 
wiretaps of the Democratic Party. According to 
Baldwin he was also assigned by McCord to infil- 
trate the VVAW for the purpose of "embarrassing 
the Democrats" if the Vets demonstrated at the 
Republican Convention, Strangely enough, a week 
before the Democratic Convention, 27' members of the 
WAW were subpoenaed to appear before a Grand Ju- 
ry. Six of them received indictments charging 
them with conspiring tc disrupt the Republican Con- 
vention by using homemade explosives and weapons. 

Baldwin was paid with money coming from the 
$300,000 secret fund. According to the Post’s stu- 
dy, the actual dist rlnution of the money from the 
secret fund was an "extremely complex transaction... 
designed to eliminate the possibility of tracing 
any of the funds-- to their original source." Ac- 
cording tot the report, Mitchell was one of "very 
few pepple" who knew that che funds were being used 
for intelligence gathering. 


Another recipient of funds from Maurice Stan’s 
little egg nest was a Los Angeles attorney named 
Ronald H. Segror.ti , Segretti, was hired in Sep- 
tember 1971 by one of Nixon’s most trusted aide 5 
Dwight Chapin, according to Justice Department * 
files. For his sertii.es. Segretti was paid by Her- 
bert Kalmbach, Nixon's personal attorney. From 
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gfretti more than $35,000. 

Investigators first became suspicious when 
they noted a series of telephone calls between 
Segretti and Hunt. Nat it was learned that 
Segretti went tc Mi ami to meet Hunt at about 
the time the Watergate deal was .in the planning 
stage. This was a* far as the Justice Depart- 
ment carried the investigation.. 

Segretti wasn’t willing to divulge all that 
much more, either, but he did state that he 
was hired to, among other things, disrupt the 
primary campaigns of Democratic candidates. 

An assistant attorney general of Tennessee, 

Alex B, Shipley, has said that Segretti approached 
him last year in an attempt to hire him t6 dis- 
rupt Democratic campaigners. According to Ship- 
ley, "It wasn’t represented as a strong arm 
operation. He stressed what fun we could have." 

The "fun" ranged from impersonating Demo- 
cratic candidates’ field managers and calling 
the manager of a ^ofiseum where a rally was to 
be held and moving it to a different time so 
that the building would be locked when the can- 
didate arrived, to distributi:on2P*f dlerpgatory cam- 
paign literature "signed" by Democratic candi- 
dates. Democratic Party records show that a 
Don Segretti volunteered to help the McGovern 
Shriver campaign in California and evidence has 
surfaced that Senator Mig^cie's primary campaign 
was sabotaged by persons unkown. 

So there we are, with the knowledge that 
the Watergate was just a part of a larger plan 
to disrupt the Democratic campaign and insure 
the Re-election of Richard Nixon. Yet, despite 
the fact that everyone of importance in the 
Committee to Re-elect the President knew of, 
controlled, or distributed money fro.™ the se- 
cret campaign fund, the administration, largely 
because of the failure of those investigating 
the case to follow up leads involving those 
people very close to Nixon, has been able to 
pretend that the whole thing just didn’t happen. 

Nixon, when asked about the Watergate, has 
responded by saying things like "I won’t gibe 
those stories credence by considering them," 
while his hatchet men have used harsher language. 
Chief domestic ac^xser, John Ehrlichman, in res- 
ponse to Democratic charges of administration 
involvement said, "I remember very well when 
I was a kid that the minister’s son was the big- 
gest lear in the class. I am afraid that we’fe 
got something of that kind confronting us in this 
political election." McGovern’s father was a 
minister „ 

If anything still works in this country, 
it seems that the administration will have to 
deal with Watergate and related charges sooner 
or later. But the trial won’t start until about 
a week after the election and one can almost see 
Nixon and friends straining to keep as much un- 
der their already bulging hats as they can until 
the magic day, November 7. 

After the elction, especially if Nixon wins 
by a wide margin -- and thus ;< "mandate from 
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The "back- al ley syndrome" 1 ? so deeply in- 
grained that women marvel at the modernity of the 
clinic long after their abortions arc Over They 
just can’t believe it. 

There is a deeper fear Women feel that for 
some reason^ they w<ril be denied their abortion at 
the last minute and be forced to continue with the 
pregnancy. They wonder, "Will 1 really get the 
abortion?" Thei whole tiling sceras too good to be 
true; many women are so suSp c.o^s that even when 
the procedure is over they si* i ask, 1,1 s t out?" 

Most of the women 1 see at the cljn.it are not 
invoiced in the women’s movement and have never been 
exposed to its ideology. They do not regard abor- 
tion as a political issue, or think of their 
rights as women to bear children when they want to, 
cr not to have any at all. They ate not rami liar 
with abortion laws. They have simply decided that 
they can’t be pregnant now, 

* * + 

In an understandable effort to allay the fear 
which has surrounded illegal abortion, most of the 
published material on the subject stresses the sim- 
plicity and safety of the operation when performed 
w^th modern methods under sanitary conditions. 

A legal abortion is, in fact,- a simple pro- 
cedure So simple that many doctors find it boring 
But it is dishonest and unjust to perpetuate the 
idea that there is nothing to it* For most women, 
the abortion is unpleasant and frightening It 
can also be painful. 

The severity of the pain depends partial 1/ on 
the skill of the doctor and partially on the 
woman's threshhoid of pain* But a more important 
factor is the woman's attitude toward the abortion 
and her knowledge of the procedure* It has been 
my experience that the more emotional conflict a 
woman brings to the operation, the more pain she 
will feel. 

For example, one would think that a woman who 
has delivered children would feel less pain chan 
a woman who has not, because her cervix has already 
been stretched- However,- many women have tcld me 
that their abortion was more painful than labor* 

It seems that women who have devoted their 
lives to raising and caring for children, and con- 
sider themselves, above all, mothers, often feel 
the abortion is a betrayal or rejectieh of the^r 
own living children, and a denial of their mother- 
hood* These women go through the procedure with 
a great deal of anxiety and guilt. 

The decision to have an abortion n also made 
difficult because abortion h&i been traditionally 
regarded as the last resort of a young girl "in 
trouble/' a way out for someone with "no other 
choice." Because older, married women don't fit 
this pattern, many find it hard to justify an 
abortion for themselves. 

They argue that while young single women may 
be disgraced by a child "born out of wedlock," they 
have the security of marriage. It isn’t abnormal 
if they are pregnant. In then lives an abortion 
may be as necessary, if not more so, than an un- 
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married woman's abortion. Yet it is often seen 
pure selfishness 

This guilt and confusion, coupled with fear 
of the actual abortion, often makes the procedure 
more difficult* If a woman is frightened and upset, 
she wiii brace herself' to maintain control. It's 
normal and we all do it. But in this case, tight- 
ening your body not only makes the abortion more 
difficult for the doctor,, but it also seems to 
make uterine contractions more severe. 

Much of thi^ tension can be eased, if the 
woman has an opportunity to talk to a counselor 
about her fears and conflicts concerning her 
decision to have an abortion and her qualms about 
the procedure itself. And, if she trusts the per- 
son accompanying here through the procedure, she 
will be more relaxed. 

■A * p. 

I have emphasized women's preconceptions and 
fears and the importance of dealing with them open- 
iy because 1 reently visited a clinic, "an abortion 
mill," where they were ignored* I was .so enraged 
by what I saw that I left and called the Board of 
Health, I was convinced that the clinic was break- 
ing the law. 

Ic wasn*t. Like many clinics m New York 
which are in the abortion business for profit, this 
one provided minimal counseling, just enough *o 
meet the standards set by the Health Code. One 
physician does as many as 50 abortions a day -- 
one every 16 minutes. It is owned by a woman whom 
I was unable to see because she was in her office 
having her hair done. 

I watched. Six women, seated behind black 
desks arranged m parallel rows, were tryingvun- 
successfully to fill out information sheets. They 
sat in a windowless "area." Whije young repairmen 
smoking cigars were fixing a fuse box in the cor- 
ner, the manager of the clinic and its only doctor 
were arguing about the cost of running the facility. 

A young counselor, who seemed even more ill at ease 
than the patients, was trying to explain the abor- 
tion procedure- The women looked puzzled, 'but no 
one asked any questions. 

A nurse calls you out of this group, and. 
without looking at you, addresses you as Number 
Six. She askes you to take your urine specimen to 
the lab. So you walk around carrying the warm con- 
tainer you have just filled until you locate the 
lab. There ycu are greeted by a man reading a 
newspaper. He aska you what your number is,- but 
ycu can t seem to remember what the nurse told you. 

After a quick pelvic exam by a nameless doc- 
tor, you're put into a diaphanous paper gown and 
flimsy slippers and ushered back through the crowded 
hallway into a room which looks a hell of a lot 
like an operating room, even though you've been 
told that the abort. on isn’t an "operation/ 1 

You’re left sitting on the paper- covered 
table with the sweat dripping down your side. You 
lack at what appears to be the mask for a general 
anesthetic (they said you'd have a local and wouldn't 
be put to sleep K And the nurse is over there 
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doing something or other (maybe :he T.h’ak-, you. 

Number Five., there was so much corn 'os .»•!: before',. 

The nurse leaves, and i.ov \ ou '■•ct.ce tk 't bo,\- 
like machine winch the counselc" .v.i .1 . s; ' ike 

a vacuum cleaner,” and you dank u bc.\ a ' cruon: : lea- 
ner might pull out your inside?. . 

The doctor com os m, and you wjnior if he’s 
the same one wno gave you the puivic but you* re not 
sure, bee aus e he ’ s a .• r e adv w e a ; 1 n g a s u r g » r r. 1 m ; c k 
He doesn’t look at you (He gets paid by the a - 
bort±on not by the hour, which makes to., tin; rush) 

He begins to do something down there, md you c?u‘c 
remember what that woman told you to do -- »n fact, 
you thought she was going to be ih-:-r r too 

You feel sharp painr ir. your abdomen nvun though 
the woman said it would just be n unco:ritor;r,oie l ‘ ji 
you relaxed How do you relax . ^ou wire. to grab .*n 
onto something, but there’s no one r her*. so you 
hold onto the side of the tabic The dec : or "e - i s 
you to keep your hands on your chest. He- says . 1 ! . c 
all over but you don’t care anymore. 

You are busied into the recovery room, try ng 
to fight off cramps and keep the Kocex wedged be- 
tween your thighs. Once in bed, you u cognise the 
woman next to you She's crying The nurse 4 ‘c. 1 Is 

i :u, l w.> be a baby, but you think ’’go -Mead, be ,j 

baby ?r You won’t cry. You are told tc drink uonif- 
thmg, but it’s too hot You're given e p«.il and 
you don’t know what it is You get up and change 
into your clothes There is nothing mo r e; to do, not 
even pay That was the first thing you did when 
you came in. 

This clinic is registered with the Department 
of Helath. In other words, one can get. a competent- 
ly pei formed abortion there. But that's all 

?,l hen you visit an abortion clinic >cu are struck 
by the drama cieated by the medico- 1 situation 
There is tension and excitement in the r But. 
the real drama of an abortion clinic takes place in 
the mind of the patients 

If he wants it and I don’t does thsr mean 
that I don’t love, him? Dees this have to do wi^h 
love? My mother will be so disappoint sd . Whose 
fault is this? Isn’t it his for being so selfish 
and not using anything? Isn’t it mine, as usual 7 
Can I tell my roommate? She will think less of me, 
but I’ve got to talk to someone. if I tell him. 
he’ll wnat to marry me and if I -a; no, that ’ i not 
the point, it will be aiJ Over. Wha** do I want 
out of life? How can I lie about e vhing like 
this, but I have to? We already ho." four kid; and 
he’d just want me to have ir I can ’ t icli h;m 
l am selfish and I am a fool, bur ir cc:it*=h 
and foolish to care about nyseltl 

At times like this I felt that v.-o iking in an 
abcxciori clinic was like working foi the ked urc *> - 
1 imagined that a month ago there had be on a natural 
disaster --a flood or an earthquake, a l-.rute ■» um- 
bel of people needed, our help. We w. c 'vork.ng fast 
and furious to catch up on the hack-log / 1 seme 
point in the near future v;e would h.^.c ;a\ a;), the 
blankets, and that would be the -:.-d. Union mar' jy 
we weren’t making much or a dent 
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la- / •' do; women came tc thf c 

.*./;• 1 1 -ecmed absolutely ir-cre- 

o i . . ' i] ■ tk . r so many women could continue 
to c * X , > ■ . nnv- i • 1 i ng ly . How e v e r . 

r.s t d:;« w-ml by end I came to understand the 
f 'cbi' 1,1 au;.l'cn mere clearly • ;?ed 

that , <.*;- ■ !.e emergency relief following a 
ukuial ui.-; utc v , the need for abortion.:-* wa..-. 
n \ g'.;'ng to d.wr. i m rh . 

i-.i.'d th.nk ih-t ail we would need i.c 
p'Vvc-’t t. n w.: n c*d poignancies would be sex c do - 
tuti), 1 th control information, and a 

greo tot aval iam. 1 ity of better coat racepci vc - . 

At cite cjjr^c a great deal of time is sport 
:n Mv- recover/ room discussing birth Cc.viob 

uvter a woman r he abortion ar.d. recto 
m bed, she get- dressed. eats, reiaxe- snd 
tc 1 ks t o the other w omen . A counsc I or d so ci : o o> 
ill the me -T od;, of contraception; some, of l her., 
di e c v ci i l j b 1 1 immediate ly after abo; t ion , i erne 
of them may be received in two weeks when a wo- 
man returns for her check-up. It's >*ry im- 
pel cant tc make contraception available to 
women after ari abortion because mos^ won 
do sf)t want r o repeat their experience. 

Bur the problem of unwanted pergi-ancy i* 
not a prcbi.em of the avai lability of h ’ ; ■ 
control. I’m -'oni in red that if there was a 
c on i* .vlo o c i ' . v. 1 j n i c on e very bfoc k ^ i* un-.e.e 
woulc still get pregnant .when they d-dn : ’•■v'y 
vo. It is not because women are lary or v v - 
responsible or dumb; it is because we ?re 
rpogrammed net to consider contraception untti 
it is Leo late. 

Tlieve has been a great deal written 
about the psychology of women who expose tkuu- 
selve-j to unwanted, pregnancy -- including the 
speculation about the desire to be independent 
of paieT.ts- to force a relationship to a civ srs, 
tc allay the fear of infertility. These are 
important mutilations; they haVe tc be ans- 
wered so that people can resolve problems In 
i*-„ss self -destructive ways. 

But i think it is much more important,, er- 
pec.ia.li/ when talking aobut. the role of cbor 
tier clinics . to examine society’s attitude 
toward v:x : and especially toward feme : o o«xu- 
a 1 ; ■** > 

4 ▼* + 

1'vc- pa xd long visits to more than boll the 
private abortion clinics m New York, and \ 
fee’ that "my” cjimc is one of the bo/.;. it. 
isn't a nul- The staff tries to treat wom*n 
with jC'.uoci, compassion, and undersr.andir.e , 

Ye c , despite our efforts, the prev9i ling alti- 
tude ^ oco **rj female sexuality is the same hove ms 
. a t h c cc i c. t y a t la: ge . 

jt made oxpjicit in the forms lors 

ft' 1 out for statistical information on pcit-enr;, 
On* oar i inula/- unction pertains to i'he pcitxont’ 
tuiuvc u iCj for a family. The possible coded 
uniwo 3 r/vm which she must choose j : 1 assume 
+ 1 , - I j a v . , ’ mho d d v want to have c h 1 1 d. run, 

rM;V) Out . -her 2 S , 19 7 2 moremv/ emj,v? 



When a young woman cam.? 1 . *cc - Hr. . r -:lu 
usually receives a brsauev on -rh- :ut • » ■ • 
birth control informal u, h:v he: , 

but the message is the sun;.- * so * / : ' ; age 

and families How o:!se car \ v . vpl-.. ilc ic: 
that everything from 074. srear- * 0 ' 1 1 ; >. ■ . ;? 

called "family planning" or T o .e i ,'r : ri 'v!”** 

How can a 16 -year -old i ; iv* \h / ^ \ uhc . c' vego 

to come to the runs: i o v outi ' p ' • ■ -u -vunve* the* 

question, "Do you plan to h,v *• a w;!; 

probably say, "Well, all l g.uv— • 70 ’ sl-r- i-:**? 

that saying no would incur Hr: ii;;« ■ r re- 

quest loner or ever- j eepacu 1 :e L%. • c !:::■•• . • cf get- 
ting conr.ra.cept ior: Hoi re-- 1 » .u 'V 

It was only a short time ago -c,.'.- J ' vu - : b.vrh 
control organization *n tht mu-.'J S? r - s •; mnicjcd 
women with contrac opt >/'-'» urly x i *>*'y mvr. c-d 

and h ad t he i r hus bo. nd * s c nn s e 1" " 

Maybe she knows sue -wets r. r. h r :: r; 

in the future, but does the -.dr 3 of 1 h i Hirer- have 

anything to do with her life eight new or w-.rh her 
desire for contraception 7 SIu ha ‘ : * * c the 

clinic to "plan her faroi/v'," b:r sa . n > r.-t Mv.-t she 
has The terms used -o discus i f'r.o u-r rol 
should not revolve around parerO-ood h..- an-.rJ 
non- parenthood 

Vou might think that all c: hi 1 - ps 7 re. 
that there has been a ssr/uai one let ion end i-v/. is 
no longer regarded as perm: 5 Hi’: :.dy the 

confines of marriage It is ci-'a' lh vc n tc ta- 
las t few decades women have g^a-irs’iy neon re- 
leased from many of the const rs in r - pre- 

marital sex, but my experience a 4 * the 7: , 11 ^ indi - 
cates that society still d is appro / r- -, of s . -. 1 ov r 
side of marriage. 

When a woman comes to ~he 1 :■? an ab.r- 

1 1 on , we ask her for her n -: a - j u- ; 1 :: c 

where we can contact her in an o!^vy-.v. , 'Vo as 
sure women that the 1 nfoono" ' •> •: ritAd'cnl 1 a i , 

but it is often difficult to p c ' c - s 1 u - j w o m in : o 
give her real name, enpec.siiy -1 n ; x>.ag 
and is living at nome or r.caibv ir-v duv: a./ wsr-t 
anyone, especially hei po-’er; t ■» . v,> "-nd that 
she has had an abort .on Bin hv: ^ a :.•• . ? >10 pr - 

ising When a woman ca/s, c^v \ veil yr jiiv^her 
she'd kill me," ic is net because s'.*: ;CS‘S her 
mother's disapproval of abort :c 1 , hu: i'ccc: s V 
knows that her mother w,l! 'in- ins had sex- 

ual intercourse 

How many women do you snzv -t-c go" s •' : c* rm 
of birth c on t r o 1 b e f 0 re t li e » v ; , t c o^u ' > c ■ J r ■? 1 h e 1 r 
first man, or before they hac i d'-dr/t 

even though I knew somethin^ r ;’..v,c.. * . 7 t : o-'-epr : j.: . 

I was invited to spend a wesf'cid :t V: • :v c / 1: wi mi 
a guy I met at school ana bad (;n v: .■;.« .)* a c:p 7 e 
of times, J was sure we wo ,. ) J f .C’CM’rv end 
I was both afraid and excited ‘j;- he S 

didn't get a diaphragm, ewi- tin c 1, i -u* ; a v time 
arid friends to give me moial 77 And r didn't 

buy condoms (isn’t the 7 ho :*gbt n(v.- .y . -.g ’ • r hatch 
they were available at e-'trv do.: iv <• Mv. "hi. 
den of contraception" fei j. 'id: t } c- h.v r . r 7, : my 
more or less competent m-'.v 11 y>z <"'- ,t 1 7 r;: i,'' 
until much later, when J roo-iglv - ! -j • ! * *i:ghr 

turn into a lasting Inr . or * h j p , ; ■. 77 1 de 1 td 
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t:o .'c c i If . r : v ; v b i r : h . on t r c 1 . 

i; 1 h givc-r 1 pregnant, I'm sure 1 wotud 
l.uiyo Sivj ; 1 heard at the clinic every day 
”1 d.h'if: tires :r would happen. I d j.dn 1 thirik M 
I .;/ ,-.j. Jn ' t T h:rk it was going tr happen 

bec^»‘.'.o ihiat A-uu -d have meant that J r eg r. ded m> - 
7 :j is 3 s vjojci: human being. I coolin'* prepare 
iny.-clf for rhr pv-s.bil^ty of pregnancy wrfrsr 
a Jj.i r. : . n ^ o it. / - c 1 f tim I was s exua 1 1 v ; p * c 1 e i t e d 
.V- - rK-'V.e [ li a. J ' > kn^w 

He uduiiie that the frightening and often 
pa *H] J e /.per . ere c of having an abortion Ji'i) rorce 
a WMiar, to l s l birth control, but m many ^ a_s r- a it 
d.^sn'r. . PcjpJe uho wo^k in thi.= field tel; 

y 'u about the women who have abortionr and refuse 
ro .cns.de: on ; form : f birth control There are 
7 ft.cn understandable "easens for this derisicr. 

I ; pc tit a great deal or time counseling a 
/ .‘ong girl whase pregnancy and aborthon were sc 
rrauniat-: fox herselr, hen.family, and her boy- 
rr.r-nd, that like many other women, =he d,d not 
want to think about sex. She "didn’t care if she 
e-'.'e/ : aw voilier man as long as she lived." 

Mc- f . the men and women who work m abor- 
ri:n fact : . ties are no different from the uomen 
who come to them for aborMons We may consider 
uurselt-:.- "liberated" and believe m a woman’s 
:-ghr to •“ .ntroi her fertility, or call ourselves 
"radical" because we work m an abortion clinic, 
out all of us ha /e been affected by the prevailing 
attitude, toward temple sexuality, and consciously 
jr nor ji.i of u- convey our repressive beliefs 
about nv to the people who use our services. 

Ihv strength ;f these beliefs is most clear- 
■.V seen n the conf ron tat. ions which take place at 
•.veek.-.v 'tali meetings. Cur' most emotional and 
defers t at mg arguments revolve around our own a t - 
i . 1 1 u d v t oward the sexual behavior of our patient s 

Weekly staff meetings were not enough to ease 
the ten.-jon that had de w e loped since the opening 
of the c 1 m. v, six months ago. We were under a 
lot or pressure created by the continuous flow of 
patient; who needed our fullest attention. So we 
piwked on each other. In an effort to bring these 
problem-: cut into the open we called an a.U-day 
:%fi meeting Everyone knew that it would be a 
day of ■ o">i ron cation, criticism, and self-criticism. 

Derives weit the firsr to be attacked because 
or ihe.: n-. c :. v a ou.- insensitivity to the concerns and 
fears ou: patients and because they assumed that 
the: : authority as doc.tcts gave them the right to 
make bo-’h mo^al and medical evaluation?. 

When a J?:rc7 comes ^nto the procedure room 
rod does 0 • - j^./k a the pa r ient, doesn't gianre at 
hut r hur ioesn‘t t •. nd out lier name ct *el!? .her 
to he a od gi. .C‘" and it won't hurt he 1 ? not 
enjy be • r g v-:de and dishonest His implicit d • s 
»pp’'ev-jl i - 0 i-j a punishment, whether he knows .it 
.. r fL'* Maiiy regard this treatment a? : imply 

('jrv j\ t b m [':;p i sbrnc-n t that they have to endure 
to: gt*"* ng pregnanr j.n the first place, 

W: . r .■ f ~ have les- pox sonal contact with the 
wum *7p a* :h . 'jT._ than other staff member 
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Counselors write extensive v> "he uoetoi 

about the personal situation of th? patient, her 
special fears or worries, but the Jo cue. s often < 
don’t read them All of chc do';ror..> .r the -Uric 
claim they "believe’' in abortion, bur most of them 
make moral judgement j about the if put. .outs, espe- 
cially when they don't cl emon = t r a j *?hn t *. ft v dc c t o r 
considei '6 a proper attitude . To Jo othc-vw.- be 
would be to relinquish the doctor*:- oos I cier. as 
"authority " A perfect example of t h . s authority 
obsession took place at the ail-dav * taff ’petting 

We had been told that we could dress, casually 
for the meeting so most cf us arrived in cans. 

All of us were there -- 75 fu i end part-time 
employees, including the two as-oeca-c directors 
both male doctors and three ocher ph /■; ciacs. The 
doctors were there to participate, ux 1 na r i«..ed 
that while most of us looked comfc.rta.bis. the 
doctors didn't. It wasn't their suite r objected 
to, it was the white lab coats tney hid supped 
into before the meeting began. uod forbid that 
someone should forget who they were - 

Unmtimidated by this attempt to maintain 
their position, one of the staff members suggested 
that women workers at the clinic be on the comm: - 
tee tc select physicians- Another suggested that 
male doctors could learn something from the rest 
of the staff, who were mostly women None of the 
doctors responded to these suggestion- Their 
silence' was an effective way tu e-j.de our criti- 
cisms . 

Oiie nurse, who also did counseling, was so 
enraged by the superiority and aloofness of the 
doctors that she devised a plan to force mem to 
understand the special situation of their patients. 
As a preliminary to his training at the clinic, 
each male doctor would be required to change 
into a paper gown and lie back on the eoamining 
room tabe with his feet in the stirrups and his 
legs spread apart so that the dx tv. v.^jld "see." 
Then each of us would file by and badger him with 
questions about his sex life while vt examined his 
genitals . 

Docotrs remained silent throughout this 
confrontation primarily because ether defended 
them I got into a heated argument with a nurse 
over the doctor-patient issue. It was veuy upset- 
ting because I liked her and had Teamed a great 
deal from her about handling patients 

The suggestion that I, a "noo-pr aie^sional" 
without ID years obstetric experieroo , could teach 
anything to a doctor was shock, ng tc her it was 
a very dramatic moment when she shouted th.it the 
entire idea was absoluciely "deg/ a ding" ;fcv the 
doctor) . 

She was doing her job as the good cu.r.e pro- 
tecting and babying the doctor. She <:cu;drTt so 
cept the validity and importance cf women's feel- 
ings either, and that made it discouraging 7.0 
think of tackling the doctors It wasn't J i*t the 
men who needed to be re-educated, we hud a *01 o* 
talking to do among oursel\es. 


Ail 01 us who work in abortion clinic: should 
accept a woman’s decision' to ha-'e an abortion 
whether we appicve of her reasons or not. We are 
not paid for, nor are we asked to make, judgements 
on the "appropriate" emotional behavior cf a 
patient before, duung, 01 after an abortion. But 
as long as we icgard abortion as a privilege, or 
sexual intercourse as an irresponsible and self- 
indulgent act with abortion as the just reward for 
an unwanted pregnancy, there is little reason to 
expect any compassion for the average abort/ on 
pat 7 ent 

Something more than a termination of pregnancy 
has to take place at an abortion clinic. Those of 
•; r who work in clinics have only five hours to 
spend with our patients, and that is not enough 
time to undo generations of "sex-negative" teaching, 
but it is enough time to begin. 

Having an abortion can be more than an inher- 
ently bad experience made better by "nice" people. 

It can be the first time in a woman’s life that 
she makes a decision on her own and in her own 
behalf; when she really learns about b;rth control 
icr the first time; when she sits with women her 
mother's age, or hex little sister's age, or her 
daughter's age, and doesn't feel uncomfortable 
She can see that her feelings aren't crazy. It 
can be the first time she faces and others accept 
the things that she has been taught to be most 
ashamed of; a time when nobody treats her like a 
baby; a time when she does something difficult and 
fee'Js proud and dignified. 

But none of thus can happen unless people who 
work in abortion facilities come to terms with 
their cwn sexuality and understand abortion as a 
social phenomenon and not an individual problem, 

Oui job is to provide women with safe abor- 
tions and tc treat them with understanding and re- 
spect. But that's not easy when all of us are 
victims of the sexual beliefs and practices that 
created the need for an abortion in the first 
pia.ee. Once ws can do that job, a "planned par- 
enthood" center will be called, as it always 
should have been --- "sex clinic." 
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“THE ONLY WAY TO EXIST IS TO RESIST:" 

BOOKLET ON NGUYEN THAI BINH AVAILABLE 

NEW YORK ( LNS) -- The U.S. Committee to Aid 
rhe NLF has published a beautifully illustrated 
booklet aiout Nguyen Thai Binh, the Vietnamese man 
who was shot and killed on July 2 of this yea* 
while attempting to hijack a Pan Am. 7^7 to Hanoi. 

The booklet includes Thai Binh's poetry, songs, 
letters and other writings as we I I as poems and 
letters by other Vietnamese men and women. «t 
also contains a list of Vietnamese organizations 
»n me UnXed States, France and Canada. 

You can get the booklet by writing to the 
U.S. Committee to A > d the NlF at Box “C" Old Chelsea 
Station, New fork, N.Y 1001 !. 
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SENATE BILL THREATENS TO Ali’-HORl 2E iV l(. 1 UN DOLLAR 
GRANT P OR PSYVHOSuRCEP.r 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D C ( lNS ) - -Sar. dr. = c>*d .. tr.icng the 
voluminous pages of the Health Educet'C. and Wel- 
fare Appropr i at i ons b< I ! which ? res ! sen t N i xor. just 
vetoed as "inflationary" was a 5* ,000,000 g'jr to 
Dr William Sweet, to fund h > s p reject s up x ' r i ng 
brain surgery for indi vidua it w tr 1 low v ;o 1 r. cu 
thresholds". The Senate Mpp. 3p r i at i ons Commi tcec 
has recently rejected the gran-; ovt that • rn ’ Ic 
say that Sweet won't get h . s me ne^ so;,,: other v'dV 
Now that the bill has been re turfed to : ha fuhg’os, 
to be reworked into a more ac* ?.p : -sc 'e h; it, . o.- 
the President, ant * -psychos urge' , -:r a -t ■ iiO''- 
i ng to prevent that million dc'l?'* g r ■: - ocSi-'s 

like it from being included. 

Already, in Bo: ton, .-GO peep 1 :, ee , is t r . : ?.d 
to protest the grant and Go;- con i. Hosp •. r.e ! ' 
i n vo I vem e n t in the progr ams N a ■: i o w I de. . worn u n ' s 
ar,d gay groups- prisoners' g-oepe :*rd s.,n..= r-eosta’ 
groups hke the Medical Comm i : tee r o- Rights 

(MCHR) are launching ar- attack ui c ? -*c grant ana 
on the resurgence o* psychos urge rv »p genera 1 

Tne $1,000,000 is earmarked for c project a- 
warded last year to Dr William Sweet, Diiec-or o r 
Neurosurgery at the Massacr use : ts General hospital 
and Dr Vernon Mark, Professor c" Net- rosj r gar y at 
the Boston City Hospital 

Although the project aid hr-i»n surgery in gen- 
eral have been the subject of nai » oi.- w < oc. r r \ : * ; 1 *u\ 
recently, Dr, Swee t was t he sc I a w i r > < es s called by 
the Senate to testify about the app op-reriun 

Drs- Sweet and Mark par t i co ■ a r ! •/ i-^vo- the use 
of amygda lotomy , a neurosur g i ca ■ operation in wpicn 
small portions or the brain are destroyed by elec- 
t rode s , for t he cure or con i: ro l o f •; i ! s n ce asso- 
ciated with psychomotor epileps/. 

According co Peter P. £regg».i, M 0 . of c he 
Washington, D C, School or D s /cn ! a r . v , tee opera- 
tion "has nothing to do witn arilessv end renresen t.; 
a newer form of rhe o i d- fash i ored 1 onotomy 

Bregg.n cites scientific re per. r t h a t the oper- 
ation "blunts the emotions’’ i r. anyone v:her.hr.r they 
suffer epilepsy or not He destines r.h : : a: a 
"partial deadening of c he i r, d ; v i d ua ? , e cam ^ ; 
murder of t he living person," and b^' 5 e-/wS that ' t s 
use "heralds a new step toward J9 b 4 arc the P> r a ve 
New World - 1 1 

Dr Breggin claims tna*. neuroi urge; / -or •> va- 
lence i s a part of a larger wave cf pt ytf.oM rger / 
that is now sweeping the nation and whic-i has 
documen ted ex ten s i ve I y i ri the Cong re - e - ; on a i Beuo rci 
In the first wave of psycho surgery from 'S3 7 through 
1959 » 50,000 patients were lobotom i ;y.rj \< 1 he Unit- 
ed States. He estimates tne *ev. a: 500 

operations a year 

Psychosurgery for p-* 1 sene - .• !u net a 1 or 1 1 re ! y 
n ew idea. Earlier this year 1 ■: wa* d ; r; closed chat 
three prisoners at the \/aca-*iiU* * r-.^cr' ■ n ^a’i r cr- 
n»a had had lobotondes pcrfor.istd or, in : 9o8 

Said Marvin Overton, who dt the -time the. three 

lobotomies was a neurosu-gcor at nearby iravis Air 
Force Base, "l don't think chic, i j cr c-.xpurin-n- at 

L I 3LRA 1 I 01'! Nf.v/s Sai < -cv l ft 7^5) 


all It's a tried method of doj,ng a proceau^e 
T here srr ; a number of people i;n the prison system 
who a^c there fc ' life simply because they have un 
cent ro. l ed psychom. seizures i think it's very 
benevolent >:o .^Frer , t to prisoners " 

/'. occrter who tracked down one of the priso- 
ner-* who had a 1 obc toniy sa’d he comp 1 a » r.ed of me- 
incry hlcskoutv ;ast;.ng as long as fou" days ac a 
,m,G. headaches in the area of his right e'>e s numb- 
;'-.es: afio 'gjs rr Feeling In his limbs 

The majority of ; r j 1 v : dual s operated upon 
n-y cnoovrr i ' • y a"e not inmates >r; p r *:ons cr 

::ote rotp-ia - People su: feeing from anxiety 
dop'ess.o, 010 utne- 1 d- solders are the mo c t fre- 
ou-’'!*. for psy chosurg : ca 1 operations. 

•h° t;. edem ; r a-.ce of Vvomer. and gay victims has 
elrh o ovgf : 'Considerable opposition from women’s 
;.,u gay greens throughout the count 'y> 

Co *» 1 do .'able pjb*lic attention has a 1 so been 
drawn ;o tre -ee cl ps /chosu rgery co control "hy- 
y,e 'act • v.-i cn , ! c ran" ’* n an experimental program 
nc che un i vs •** : ty uf Miss.'ssipp : 

Sweec ar,d Mark s research has el’^l^ea a 
lot cf r. teres t from law enforcement agencies 
because pos • b i : 1 •; « es it raises for large 
:caie pubiic behavior contro 1 . Drs, bweet and 
Mark wrote a letie; to tne Journal oh ihe Ame r ‘i- 
esn Me-dic«. A.>*oc at c r, after the Detroic r tots 
r- w.-i'-h mey a«k, "is i he re something pecu'ier 
a bo u c • n - ho 1 or- c 1 !■ cm dwe ! 1 e r that d - f f e r ea t : a~ 
tvs h»m from his peaceful neighbor?" and if which 
they suega-c that jnetto violence <s produced 
by "brain jy^funcc-on " f hey rec»eved a grant 
C s ; s y?a^ for $108,330 from the Law Enforcement 
At: 1 stance Aaini.v ;cm of the Justice Depart" 

iiic.ni to . n\- 1 £ i gate "genetic causes" of violence 
and -c develop "techniques tor the detect ‘or* 
o * s u » h disorders in routine exam i na t 1 on , " 

Drs. Sweet and Mark have had considerable 
difScJ'ty f 1 ruing support for their work ** r cm 
o^.vate r c un da c Ions and from the National Insti- 
tute or Men t ai Health and hence went directly to 
Congress. La.,: year Congress allocated $500^000 
t a be awardea through the balky National Institute 
c c Mantai Health ^N'MH; The NiMH then approach- 
ed the Massachusetts General Hospital as a pos*’ 
r -iole cl the funa^, but the hospital 

could net give NiMH assurances that they support- 
ed rhe p eject 

Tne Ccmmi tree on Research Utilization flatly 
‘’ejected numa«'i experimentation within the hospi-* 
ca * unde ' this, project-, even though Dr. Sweet 

1 s D.rectcr of i ca Dspartmnet of Neurosurgery. 

T he money 1 hen awarded to the Neuro- Re- 
sealer. Fwiindar-on of Boston of which Dr Sweet 
. ? P re; . den : . 

-or more info, 'motion contact: The Psycnosur- 
ge'y Jo; urn ‘t tee cr the. MCHR -- Joan We i senbeck- (6 I 7) 

2 77/OV6 v.r Mi mi Rosenthal v 6 i 7 7 A9253‘2 
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VACAVILLE PRISONERS, BEADED B 1 FEAR GAS H Lt 

MULT I -HILL I ON DOLLAR BRUTAL! T v SU ■ T 

LIBERATION News Service 

[Editor* & note: Vacaville beget. y. tc rccieve pu- 

blic attention about a year ago when 'a- . ; 
ficials launched a plan to house ji i oj- 

icals in the state prison system at the vj.aa-io-^ 
prison . Last February > the newly expanded luc'.i-~r,y 
opened. It was equipped to provide ■wimaies with 
rr treatments" ranging from long-range oran uu.-lz na- 
tion and shock treatment to lobotomies ana other „ 
techniques vaguely described as rl aVei*>-r* tn^rapy* 

Prison officials claim that the facii„,i j.cn.-d 
treat "volunteers" only « Just what "ve 
means in prison -- especially m Calij ornia wn re 
the courts deal out indeterminate sentences jor so 
many people is the question. 

An indeterminate sentence means that one par- 
ole boar-d decides every year whether or not o p -'i- 
sener is going to get out > Alfred Dunn, for exam- 
ple, who was one of the Sotedad Seven charged with 
assaulting a guard in 1970 (charges were later drop- 
ped) > was told after refusing a "vc Luntary" ^trans- 
fer to Vacaville that "he was going to rot" where 
he was , 

Vacaville officials and medical staff view in- 
mates of the facility as a special class of prison 
ers -- revolutionary psychopaths subject to uicrn- ^ 
trolled psychomotor seizures*" arid tney see the 
of the facility as that of bringing violence-prone 
aggressive personalities under control i 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS)--Two pM sonars at che Cal- 
ifornia Medical Facility at Vacaville H'ed a muU ,B » 
million dollar lawsuit October 17 alleging thac 
they were brutally gassed and beaten d/ prison guar- 
ds 

Michael Squires and John Mi Me'* who according 
to doctors may have suffered permanent eye damage, 
state chat they were in their dormato^V ce M on 
October A th when prison guards told them that tney 
were to be moved Minutes iater, eight or nine 
guards, including officers Klein, Carlson, Blue 
and Smith, entered the cell and ordered the 
to stand against the wal I 

According to Prison Law Co 1 i active attorney 
Pact* Roberts, who is representing the p . a ’ n t if f s 
in the suit, Squires and Miller attempted to follow 
the order but were not able to do so because of the 
cell's physical layout Ms, Roberts sa i d, "the 
men were then gassed in the eyes pcir*vb»ani< b> 
gua r ds carrying febats -- comb i nat on clubs and 
tear-gas guns. The prisoners were beaten until they 
were thrown naked into strip ce‘is wi th no becid. .*»g . “ 

“Although completely blinded;." Ms Roberts con- 
tinued, “Squires and Mi Her were net admitted to 
the hospital or given medical attention ur t • 1 two 
days later, when Squires 1 wife was allowed to vrs.t 
him. When attorneys for the Prison caw Cci’eccive 
saw the men eight days after the i no: den t r e ■ the' 
prisoner could see distinct images and Squires 
stiM was unable to open one eye. 

The lawsuit, filed on October 17th in U.S is~ 
trict Court in Sacramento, alleges chat Raymond ^ r o- 

T?A75T 


- j , . Create w of the Department or Covectiuns, 

Le ,:„>.' Pope, Oirasto.' of che California Medical 
F a c ; i : ■ ;/ , -ana officers Klein, Carison, Blue and 
Cm j j r, o pared i r. an unlawful consp- ocy 

to de./'i.J Jqui.-e* and MPier of their const itu 
j . -> r -j ; c.^nt r .o freedom from crue! and unuaua 
pun I s nme : ; The prisoners ask tor more t h an a 
n i.,;,on jji'drs damages from the defendants a> 
rosu 1 : of the' r unlawful and unconst ; tut ' cna ■ 
act i j ii. 


f ha oks 
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BASQUE iNaURuENCV MOVEMENT GROWS 

SAX SEBASTIAN, Spain (LN3) -- Despite Spa- 
in?.)', *r,t: Trench repression, the resistance of 
the nationalist movement m northern Spam 

is grown g m the last few months ETA (Euskadi 
ta Azk am - uni.' Basque Nation and Freedom) has 
carr.ed out a number of attacks on the Franco 
government Since August, the ETA has bombed 
police headquarters m Basauri, damaged a yacht 
tlc.b in Leq 'Celtic, burned the offices of the 
Min,.? try of Information and Tourism in Zaurauz 
and field up a bank truck in Pasa;es, getting 
away with about $192,000. 

More thm one million Basque people are 
spread oner four of Spain's northern provinces 
.and the Pyrenees southwest of France. 

Much of the Basque area is rural but the pro- 
vinces of Vizcaya and Guipuzcoa in Spam have 
scsei iiu.ls. iron mines, metallurgical plants 
and other heavy industry, 

The Basques, who represent the remnants of 
the oldest group of inhabitants of Europe, 
or icily guinea partial autonomy from Spam du- 
ring the Spanish Civil War in 1936, when they 
sent their own diplomatic representatives to most 
European capitals, and printed their own money. 

Afte r F raj. co's takeover , thousands of Basques 
wore killed ar.i c 001,000 fled into France, which 
already hid a large Basque population- Franco's 
regime nut even outlawed the use of the Basque 
language 

Besides fearing the independence movement 
ir. till Basque provinces, the Franco regime is 
also apprehensive that the strength c.f Basque 
trade until ana workers' solidarity crgahi zations 
in the noavi ly industrialized areas may set a 
pre at r.t for the rest ot Spain. 

In addition to the ETA, other nationalist 
groups active j.n the Basque provinces include the 
80,0*00 member Nationalist Party and its trade 
union wing , Basque Workers' Solidarity. Much 
ot tie ciergy on the local level also supports 
the nnL- onai i .- 1 movement . 
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SOUTH VIETNAM’S *’110 CHI MIN!! UNTvlR^I US” 
by John 0 Chimpi,.n 

Pacific News Servi ce/ Ll.-iERA'! ION \ e w s SetVi.:c 

[. Editor's note: John C^a-no . :V f : :■ ' ■ • 

Vietnam in 1968 ao a LdC. A i r term hh\r ca- .f.ficer. 
In 19? C s he re t u me d to V l c t ■ : etP* o c .. ■- 1 : cU.v a- ■ h 
Civil ian Chi Idren f s Hod i ja l Re l '•r f dr ■ ; ut - . n - i • 

In that capacity he tram led thvo-m . . :r .T . v *• h - r - 
n am for almost two years, de is f. . *: 

names e > ] 

J* j -c 

SAIGON (LNS) -- IT .■ in Van Minn d /•- 

ner at hone when he was a;: rested b> lu dieted 
Saigon police. Ngo Van Ann was -s uu: thud oft the 
street m broad daylight and hurr. ; c d vway • n a mi: 
it ary van to an unknown des : '.nut on . 

Like hu :\ d re ds of ^ t h e r a re s t * h : Ui t * k e 
place regularly throughout South vhetnam no reason 
was given They simply disappeared mom v ght . 
leaving a bewildered family, tavridf , and ie low 
workers . 

When a person is a r res t e d by t h j Th i eu : t- g i me 
he or she enters a pew world . de'c.d of 
c o mmun i c a t i on s with the o ut :• ... de t a oh be cum c s i n s t 
another one of the thou s an d s wh o -?re ■> n anted t r - j a 
prison to prison, .torture chamber to t^rtuce cham- 
ber in an underground railway of detention 

For Americans, whose dtte.wion ha- beer) riveted 
on the fate of Ame r 1 c an p r i s on e s s . a n d m i s s :* u g ; n - 
action, the functioning of Soutn Vm cram's prison 
system comes as a shock But it has oeen in integral 
part of the lives of the Vietnamese fe many .years 
As one young poet, imprisoned both by the Diem and 
Thieu regimes, told me: ’The ' ecte i.nmeru * has 

become slightly mere sophi :i : csted o-/-. r the /«do. 
but no less painful " 

In the South today, there are c st a mi \ ed to be 
more jails than schools, chine -die a and pegoda- com- 
bined And even the most cease i *'ct ? ve uh-er 
put the number of political p n f one: •. ' cl r 

100,000 

Many Vietnamese refer r.o th? e-;t of these 

prisons as ”Ho Chi M? nh Un: vei - U • e s , " and to the 
whole prison complex a: their ,: educat on system ’’ 

Tli e rou t e th ro ugh this system has i o> \g b ■ en 
guarded secret of the Thieu regime: h vector, through 
numerous interviews with exmn rue* ; . pv.cn g. a:: as, 
and other knowlegeahle Vieinmese, '>—.s b-o-n 


possible to reconstruct u 

In the Saigon area, most poh s uspe v : ° ^ a 

first taker to a local police .vtar. i;n ;i'd "her. v: 
the General Directorate of Nat ion et. Poi*'t cr Vc- 
Tanh Street, where they are usually ^ -_-p r k a 
three month period of "in -;er rogrt * c,; " 

According to Nguyen Tu Cc. : a 4 . wh-; hu.v g in.a t he 
rout e h imself , "If s u 1 •: ab 1 c j n to vme ■. i or <. - v • : .1 m 
mediately forthcoming, the act mo; > >• <:• . n b- cd 
or even formally charged; *.s offop.-d a be- 

tween an ’airplane ride’ or a 'bozt/iao ' n ai 
ai rp 1 ane x ide > the p ns one r : v h un g *-ps i • ' i: dc ^ r, f /om 
a ceiling hook and batted back and ie/Lh bv.v^cn 
two hard - pun clung poll ceinen On a b • . a t : do • s o j p\ 
con t aminated_ wa ter i . s^ovrcvT V i Vi .Lb .1 0 : h . v.'lT .. . .. 
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nose s mu itaneous ly Ihe complete list of to r - 
turcs l ti„) lung to include here 

Uluuj not being questioned; the prisone r s are 
oi^cn kept iii a sitting position on the floor w’ th 
their :cg- in i ons, their hands tied, and a bar 
vvi/cd b'. Ti.cn their teeth to pre , ,en t them f y om 
committing su . xde by biting off their tongue^. 

So it and : iv.c s the standard die r 

lh ; j gh ou t this trying period, ex-pri^oners 
s ‘ o t e . t h - j\\ 1 y z t < .of v ome s from anti-war and 
an t j. -g; . e rnmon r. songs, stones and iokes which they 
can hear m lIv/T isolation cells IVhen *-n :n r nate 
n WiUd t i .raw: back to his or her ceil after 
x g r , ! i n g > c ' '■* * on . the i ow mu r mu i of s on g -j r i s i n g 
tr-.jn) other -..c i >s a significant psychological 
bo 

The transfer a permanent prison can be a 
h,* .:\r onng experience, Sometimes bags are t ied 
Over, the prisoners' heads and their hands a/e 
trussed be fund their backs If during the trip to 
their new i a ii. ^me should get sick ; th*n •un the 
nsk.-oi choking on their own vomit 

"R-al jz gar i z a t -.on , " says Nguyen Ho.. B:nb, 1". 
"began Dn i<r aitci we were transferred *he perman- 
ent prison- -- Chi Iloa. Thu Due, Tan Hiep the 
infamous Con Son "Devil's Island" prison, the huge 
Phu Quo-. POW island, or any of the do?ens of smaller 
v amp - > 

bach of there prisons now contains a p^re* t:.ai 
force oi su-.h size ^nd political .Dnv: v , jn that 
the Tlveu government would never dare to re ease 
them all at cne time "I've seen completely apo}- 
itiv.al y oung men pizk their pain-wracked bodres off 
the floe: and swear that they will join the ’other 
s’de* when they get out," says Nguyen Long, an 
c i dc j i y and respected Saigon lawyer 

On an: . j at the Chi Hoa Prison on Le Van 
Duyer St-eet :m Saigon, the prisoners axe divided 
in- r w^. jn3,n groups: those who agree to obey ail 

p/.x-jn .cuies and those who do not, The three reg- 
ub/... aj? tha 1 : most find objectionable are the 

J.u-s. t j shout, "Down with Ho Chi Minh " to salute 
rlv. n^rnul flag of the Thieu government for the 
"flag .r . \>i i up! i or," as some prisoners cal i J.), 
a n J i ' - -i utc the same guards who bear and insult 
t h ~.m 

M os t r *c - * - 1 e x s are c on f me d to separate -.el! 
hl- cks- ivbtte they .unmedia T eiy fit into a schedule 
estab.rehed by the inmates who preceeded them. In 

• ho ea- ;/ morning, all 80 to 90 prisoners in ea_h 

• ii a/: znge themselves into two exercise groups -- 
cue id: the aged and lame and one for T he others 

La e/ . .asser begin The variety of those 
•>r. acted b> Thieu ’s police ensures a good education 
Monday murn.ng t r u instance, might find a medical 
; . r r - ■ ugh r by a p 1 i - an e •' k now 1 edge ab i e ' n that 
f,u.d -_i dnT.'i ci a medical student; On 

fi.K-d'v. .) |»cisjnr u? a ri sherman teache- agronomy 
. . p ’’gy Wednesdav^d p "O tensor , or perhaps 

j ; r : ujghr p-cr , d c » ! v with Vietnamese literature 
S. : v n •. r. h - r ,;r , and gc og r aphy come on the f o I ) ow - 
ang d , yr On Sai.a r dav m inings time is demoted to 
a t o r m i (3: ■ . stiun of pc'itics and current events 

• ■ f(V'i iMUHD ON THE INSI DE CQVER ) 

• ;; i S * Ov r . A ber 25, 1 9 ^ 2 End ^f copy. 
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NO MORE SHU 


nixon's new game plan /U 




TOP RIGHT: No More Shit women’s grafic. TOP LEFT. Grafic of Nixon’s war plan. 

CREDIT: MOTIVE/ LNS CREDIT: THE CONSPIRACY/ LNS 

SEE STORY ON THE VVAW ON PAGE 2. 


MID LEFT: Gay woodcut 
CREDIT: MOTIVE/ LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Nixon with his pants down. 
Drawing by Jan Faust CREDIT: TRIAD/LNS 


BOTTOM LEFT: Grafic of gay coming out. 
CREDIT: MOTIVE/LNS 
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